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JABY Inc. to honor nine as International
Trailblazers on July 17

71112016, 6:04 a.m.
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LaVeda Bennett John Germ

Just About Blessing You

Nonprofit foundation of Suite 20 Day Spa
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Tensie Taylor

Recipients are: U.S. Rep. John Lewis; Rotary International President-elect
John Germ; Judge Jasmine Twitty, youngest appointed judge in America;
DeKalb Sheriff Jeff Mann; film producer Forrest Tuff; "Food Network Star"
celebrity chef Tregaye Fraser; Voices of Faith South Pastor James
Murkison; VA volunteer LaVeda Bennett; and Lithonia dentist Sonya

wWindham Wilder.

The awards presentation takes place at the Sheraton Atlanta Airport

Forrest Tuff

Jasmine Twitty

Nine honorees will receive the 2016 International Trailblazer Awards on
July 17 presented by Decatur-based nonprofit JABY Inc.

Hotel, 1900 Sullivan Road.

The red carpet event starts at 5:30 p.m. with a silent auction. Red carpet
host is Veronica Waters, anchor and reporter for News/Talk WSB, and the
event mistress of ceremony is Tensie Taylor, a host for the online Rich

Girl TV Network.

event mistress of ceremony is Tensie Taylor, a host for the online Rich

Girl TV Network.
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Thousands mark

50th anniversary
of Selma march
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Fith Destnca US. Rep. John Lewss, who
was beaten bloody on March 7, 1965, got 2
huge hug from President Barack Obama on

March /7, 2015, at the oot of the same Bd-
mund Pettus Bndge where white policermen
attacked hum and 600 other marchers with
clubs and dogs to stop thar peaceful march
jor the nght Lo vole.

Before speakimyg Lo the thousands of peo-
pi¢ gatherad to cdebrate the SOth anmrversary

of Bloody Sanday, Obama envdloped Lewis,
who introduced him, in his arms.

“I was 2 rare honor i thas hife to follow
one of your heroes,” the pressdent sad. “And
john Lewas 1s one of my heroes.”

Lewts told the crowd that 1/
marchers were hospitalzed but that they
never became batter. He sad he retumns to

Scilma vear after vear to be remewed to con-
tnue the hght for freedom

“"Dont give up, saxd Lewis, whose

congressional distncl induodes portions of
Dekalb County. "Dontl gt lost masaaof
despair. We all ive in one house - the Amen-
can house.”

Obama sad he imagned that 50 vears
2g0, 2 younger John Lewis did not wake up

that mormang with heroacs on has mand.

“A day hike thes was not on hes mund,” he
said. “Young folks with bedrolls and back-
packs were mulling about. Veterans of the
movement tramed newoomers m the Lachcs

of nomviolence, the nght way o prolect
yvoursall when attacked. A doctor described

whallcnrg;zsd&:stolhbo-.h whilc march-
ors scnbbled down mstrochions for con-

tacting thor loved ones. The amr was thack
with doubt, anbapation and fear. And they

comiforted themsolves with the fimal verse of

the fimal hymn they sung: “No matter what
may be the test, God will take care of vou:
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Precicent Barack Obama emibraces ULS. Rep. John Lowss, who was beaen on Bioody Suncay

n SSna, Aa.. on Maech

{. 1965 O0ama Spoke X e SO anniversary cDsenance.

Thousands journey 1o Seima to mark 50th Anniversary
of Bloody Sunday — Story, photos on pages 6 & 7.

Lean, weary one, upon His breast, God will
Lake care of vou.
“And then, his xnapsack stocked with an

appic, 2 toothbrush, and 2 book on govern-
ment — 2l vou nead for 2 mght behand bars

- john Lewas led them out of the charch on
2 MassSIon 10 change Amenca

Where U.S. destiny decided

Obama sad Scima was one of the paces
and moments whcre the nabon s destmy was
deoded.

“In one aflernoon S0 vears 2g0, so much
of our turbulent hastory — the stam of sav-
mm:lmmshd(ni\hrlh\mol

scgregabon and bymanny of im Crow: the
death of four llttl-.gn'tm Barmenghan and
the dream of 2 Baptist preacher — all that
history met on thas bndee,” he saad. "It was

contest 1o dctermene the troe mcanmng of

Amenca. And because of men and women
ke John Lewss, Joseph Lowery, Hosea Wil
Iams, Amein Bovnton, Dane Nash, Ralph
Abermathy, C. 1. Vivian, Andrew Young,
Frad Shuttiesworth, Dr. Martin Lather King
ir. and so many others, the xdea of 2 st
Amenca and 2 fair Amenca, an inclusive
Amenca, and 2 generous Amenca - that wdea
aitimately trramphed.”

Sut the presdont saad that we cannot
oxamne Scima m solabon.

“The march on Sclma was part of 2
broader campargn that spanned generations
— the ieaders that day part of 2 long line of
heroes, he saad. “We gather here to celebrate
them We gather here to honor the courage
of ordimary Amencans willing to endure

Obama honors Lewis, Bloody Sunday heroes

who despete the gush of blood and splintered
bone would stay true to thewr North Star and
kocp marching toward justice.”

He sad they did as Scrpture mstructed.

““Reyoice m hope, be patient in tnbula-
tion, be constant m prayver,  he quoted. "And
m the days to come, they went back agan
and 2zain. When the trumpet call sounded
for more to poin, the people came — black
and whate, voung and old, Chnstian and Jew,
waving the Amencan fhg and singing the
same anthems full of fath and hope”

‘They led 3 nation’

In me, Obama sad that the marchers
chorus would well up and reach Presadent
Lyndon johnson, who sent send them pro-
lechion and spoke to the mation, echoing therr
call for Amenca and the world to hear: "We
shall overcome.”

Obama saud the Amencans who crossed
this bndge were not physacally imposing.

“Buat th-:\ gave courage to mulhons,” he
sud. " They hedd no dected office. But they
led 2 maton. They marched 35 Amencans
who had ¢ od hundreds of vears of brutal
violence, countiess daly mdigmities - but
they didnl seek specral treatment, just the
ogual treatment promused to them almost 2
century before.”

He sind what they did in Selma wall
reverberale through the ages, not because
the change they won was preordamed or
thewr victory was complete, but because they
proved that nonviolent change s possible,
that love and hope can conquer hate.

"As we commemonrate thar achieve-
ment, we are well-served to remember that
at the tme of the marches, many I power
condemned rather than praised them,”
Obama saad. “Back then, they were cilled
Communists, or half-breeds, or outsade
agtators, sexza and moral degenerates, and
worse. [hey were called everything but the
mame thewr parents gave them. Thar ith
wias guestioned. 1Therr hives were threatened.

Thar patnotism challenged.”
And vet what could be more Amencan

than what happenad m this place, the press-

not 2 clash of armues, but 2 dash of wills 2 and the trampling hoof, men and women  Plegse see MARCH, page 2




